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Distinguished delegates

They say a day is a long time in politics but a day is not enough in gatherings of this type.

It seems that we have barely scratched the surface of the relationship and possibilities for the future.

But we have made a start and that is the important thing.

A number of key themes have emerged in the course of the day.

The first is that discussion of this nature, at senior level and involving leaders from government, business and the wider community, is a very natural thing and very worthwhile.

The second is that in relation to New Zealand and Korea our Roundtable has given us a better understanding of the strategic value of the relationship to us both.

It would be easy to see the relationship solely in terms of what we can buy and sell to each other but I think today that we have seen how the relationship delivers value in both the regional and global context.

It is worth working to deepen our partnership precisely because this will help us take advantage of opportunities further afield.
Our discussion on the FTA reinforced the concept of two complementary economies.

Our discussion on green growth showed that while the green growth vision is expressed differently in each country it is possible to find ways in which we can work together to create value, enhance sustainability and promote economic growth all at the same time.

Our discussion on ICT showed that despite our differences in size and scale there are several niche areas already showing potential for further development.

I think our discussion has been valuable and propose that it should be repeated at a time to be decided by KITA and NZIBF and taking account of the FTA negotiating process.

I certainly feel that a further Roundtable should be held at the time our two leaders come together to sign a completed FTA.

This morning I reminded you of the serious economic situation against which this meeting is taking place.

Like Dr SaKong I am convinced that open economies will emerge more quickly and stronger from the current crisis.

Business has an important role to play in securing that economic recovery.

Our discussions here today will have helped build a stronger foundation for our relationship in the years ahead.

I should like now to thank Dr Lee and KITA for their hard work and co-operation in arranging this superb Roundtable and to present this gift as a sign of our gratitude and esteem.

